MAUNDY THURSDAY PROGRAM

3.30 p.m.: Maundy Thursday Tenebrae” - Saint-Marie-Majeure
Church.

19.00 p.m.: Procession of small reliquaries — 4 brotherhoods

The brotherhoods join their respective churches and then start
their procession to Saint-Marie-Majeure Church, continuing to the
Saint-Dominique Church. Respective procession departure times:
9.00 p.m. Sainte-Croix, 9.20 p.m. Saint-Jean-Baptiste, 9.40 p.m.
Saint-Barthélemy, and 10.00 p.m. Sainte-Marie-Madeleine.

*Cultural note: the Tenebrae are celebrations without Blessed
Sacraments which, in the past, took place before sunrise, the last
three days of Holy Week. Today in Bonifacio, these Tenebrae take
place at 4.00 p.m. at the Sainte-Marie-Majeure Church on Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday. During these services, comes a tu-
multuous moment always surprising young and old: the brothers,
armed with palm-tree branches, hit the floor with deafening noise,
thus reproducing the earthquake that took place at the death of
Christ.

GOOD FRIDAY PROGRAM

8.00 a.m.: Processions — 5 brotherhoods
Departures from the respective Church of each brotherhood.

Visit of the sepulchres of the different Churches. Departure

of the Sainte-Croix brotherhood at 8.00 p.m. followed by a
departure every 30 minutes of the other brotherhoods. Depar-
ture order: Sainte-Croix, Saint-Jean-Baptiste, Saint-Barthélemy,
Sainte-Marie-Madeleine and then Saint-Erasme. The proces-
sion routes start from each brotherhood respectively to the
Saint-Frangois convent (cemetery),and follow with visits to
Saint-Dominique, Saint-Jean-Baptiste and Saint-Erasme.

4.00 p.m.: Good Friday Tenebrae - Saint-Marie-Majeure Church

9.00 p.m.: Procession of large reliquaries — 4 brotherhoods
The same brotherhoods, as Maundy Thursday evening, pass in
the same order and at the same times as the previous day. The
large reliquaries, at arrival, are placed in line in Sainte-Marie-Ma-
jeure Church. After a two hour ceremony, the brotherhoods
return to their church for the traditional light meal “spuntini”.
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SAINT-CROIX BROTHERHOOD

White alb, black camail with red cross lattice pattern: this very
old brotherhood welcomes and treats the sick. It is the only
one that does not honour a patron saint as it worships the
cross of Christ’s martyr, symbol of all the saints and mar-

tyrs of the Christian religion. Derived from the Saint-Esprit
brotherhood, it contains a fragment of the Cross, preserved in
a reliquary visible during certain ceremonies.

SAINT-JEAN-BAPTISTE BROTHERHOOD

Black alb, black camail: this brotherhood is a group of carpen-
ters and other craftsmen. Also called the Brotherhood of the
Merciful, their mission was to help the poor by giving material
assistance to the needy and guaranteeing dignified funerals for
all. It is thus a sign of profound humility that the brotherhood
chose black for their alb and camail.

SMALLER AND BIGGER RELIQUARIES

During their processions, the brotherhoods pass through
the town with their reliquary, which is an inadequate
description. In this instance, the common term defines a
wooden sculpture. Depending on the days and ceremo-
nies, it is either the smaller or bigger reliquaries that are
carried depending on the size of depicted subjects. For
example, the large Saint-Croix reliquary is of carved poly-
chromatic wood, with canopy and relic taken out for the
Good Friday procession. On Maundy Thursday, this same
reliquary is presented without the canopy and relic thus
qualified as a small reliquary.




